1. Record Nr. UNINA9910808305503321

Titolo Women embracing Islam [[electronic resource] ] : gender and
conversion in the West / / edited by Karin van Nieuwkerk

Pubbl/distr/stampa Austin, : University of Texas Press, 2006

ISBN 0-292-79577-7

Edizione [1st ed.]

Descrizione fisica 1 online resource (309 p.)

Altri autori (Persone) NieuwkerkKarin van <1960->

Disciplina 297.082/091821

Soggetti Muslim converts from Christianity - Europe

Muslim women - Europe

Women in Islam - Europe

Gender identity - Europe

Sex role - Religious aspects - Islam

Lingua di pubblicazione Inglese

Formato Materiale a stampa

Livello bibliografico Monografia

Note generali Description based upon print version of record.

Nota di bibliografia Includes bibliographical references and index.

Nota di contenuto Conversion and gender, two contested concepts / Willy Jansen --

Gender and conversion to Islam in the West / Karin van Nieuwkerk --
Contextualizing conversion -- The quest for peace in submission:
reflections on the journey of American women converts to Islam /
Yvonne Yazbeck Haddad -- The shaping of a Scandinavian "Islam":
converts and gender equal opportunity / Anne Sofie Roald --
Symbolizing distance: conversion to Islam in Germany and the United
States / Monika Wohlrab-Sahr -- Discourses and narratives -- Gender,
conversion, and Islam: a comparison of online and offline conversion
narratives / Karin van Nieuwkerk -- The shifting significance of the
halal/haram frontier: narratives on the hijab and other issues / Stefano
Allievi -- Trajectories and paradigms -- Female conversion to Islam:

the Sufi paradigm / Haifaa Jawad -- African American Islam as an
expression of converts' religious faith and nationalist dreams and
ambitions / Gwendolyn Zoharah Simmons -- Feminism and conversion:
comparing British, Dutch, and South African life stories / Margot Badran
-- Transmission and identity -- How Deborah became Aisha: the
conversion process and the creation of female Muslim identity / Nicole
Bourque -- Keeping the faith: convert Muslim mothers and the



Sommario/riassunto

transmission of female Muslim identity in the West / Marcia
Hermansen.

Many Westerners view Islam as a religion that restricts and
subordinates women in both private and public life. Yet a surprising
number of women in Western Europe and America are converting to
Islam. What attracts these women to a belief system that is markedly
different from both Western Christianity and Western secularism? What
benefits do they gain by converting, and what are the costs? How do
Western women converts live their new Islamic faith, and how does
their conversion affect their families and communities? How do women
converts transmit Islamic values to their children? These are some of
the questions that Women Embracing Islam seeks to answer. In this
vanguard study of gender and conversion to Islam, leading historians,
sociologists, anthropologists, and theologians investigate why non-
Muslim women in the United States, several European countries, and
South Africa are converting to Islam. Drawing on extensive interviews
with female converts, the authors explore the life experiences that lead
Western women to adopt Islam, as well as the appeal that various forms
of Islam, as well as the Nation of Islam, have for women. The authors
find that while no single set of factors can explain why Western women
are embracing Islamic faith traditions, some common motivations
emerge. These include an attraction to Islam's high regard for family
and community, its strict moral and ethical standards, and the
rationality and spirituality of its theology, as well as a disillusionment
with Christianity and with the unrestrained sexuality of so much of
Western culture.



