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This volume is the first in a new series of Studies on the Frontiers of
International Law. The term ‘frontier’ is traditionally associated with
proximity to a boundary or a demarcation line. But it is also a
connecting point, id est, a passage or channel between spaces that are
usually considered as separate entities. The Series aims to explore the
visible and imaginary boundaries of scholarship in International Law. It
is designed to test the existing table of contents, vocabulary and limits
of ‘Public International Law’, to investigate lines and linkages between
‘centre’ and ‘periphery’, and to re-map or re-think some of its
conceptual boundaries. The current volume is written in this spirit. It
deals with the tension between unity and diversification which has
gained a central place in the debate under the label of ‘fragmentation’.
It explores the meaning, articulation and risks of this phenomenon in a
specific area: International Criminal Justice. It brings together
established and fresh voices who analyse different sites and
contestations of this concept, as well as its context and specific
manifestations in the interpretation and application of International
Criminal Law. The volume thereby connects discourse on
‘fragmentation’ with broader inquiry on the merits and discontents of
legal pluralism in ‘Public International Law’.


