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In What Universities Can Be, the high-profile educator Robert J.
Sternberg writes thoughtfully about the direction of higher education in
this country and its potential to achieve future excellence. Sternberg
presents, for the first time, his concept of the ACCEL model, in which
institutions of higher education are places where students learn to
become Active Concerned Citizens and Ethical Leaders. One of the
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greatest problems in our society is a lack of leaders who understand
the importance of behaving in ethical ways for the common good of all.
At a time when new models of education are sorely needed, universities
have the opportunity to claim the education of future leaders as their
mission.In the course of laying out the ACCEL concept and how such a
model might be achieved, Sternberg offers many insights into the
realities of higher education as it is practiced today and suggests ways
that we could move in a better direction, one that would produce
graduates who make the world a better place in which to live.
Sternberg's compelling narrative and convincing argument address all
aspects of universities, such as admissions, financial aid, instruction
and assessment, retention and graduation, student life, diversity,
finances, athletics, governance, and marketing. This book is essential
reading for educators and laypeople who are interested in learning how
our universities work and how they could work better.
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Part I. The Experience of Eco-Anxiety -- Chapter 1. Not to Be Unworthy
of the Event: Thinking through Pandemics with Merleau-Ponty and
Deleuze -- Chapter 2. We Breathe, Therefore We Are: The Gasp of Life
-- Chapter 3. Atmospheres of Anxiety: Doing Nothing in an Ecological
Emergency -- Chapter 4. Anxiety and the Re-Figuration of Human
Action: Living in a Crisis-Shaped Present -- Chapter 5. Authentic
Compassion in the Wake of Coronavirus: A Nietzschean Climate Ethics
-- Part Il. Beyond Birth, Existence, and Environment -- Chapter 6. Birth
Strike: Holding the Tension between Existence and Non-Existence --
Chapter 7. Stillbirth Grief, Eco-Grief & Corona Grief: Reflections on
Denialism -- Chapter 8. Saving the Other, Saving the Self: Exploring
Children’s and Young People’s Feelings about the Coronavirus, Climate,
and Biodiversity Crises -- Chapter 9. Participating in the Wound of the
World: A Matrixial Rethinking of Eco-Anxiety -- Chapter 10. From
Oppression to Love as Mother Earth Joins the Time’s Upand #MeToo
Movements -- Part Ill. Eco-Poetry and Creative Writing -- Chapter 11.
Ecoprogamming the Vulnerable Bodies -- Chapter 12. Anxiety in
Isolation: Anointing with Ecocentrism -- Chapter 13. “Narrative
Medicine” in the Age of COVID-19: The Power of Creative Writing to
Reimagine Environmental Crisis -- Chapter 14. Solastalgia and Soul
Suffrage: A Narrative Eco-Poem.

This timely volume examines the conflict between human individual life
and larger forces that are not controllable. Drawing on recent literature
in phenomenological and existential psychology it calls for a more
nuanced understanding of the human predicament. Focusing on the
co-occurring crises of climate change and the COVID-19 epidemic, it
explores the nature of widespread anxiety and the long-term human
consequences. It calls for an expansion of current research that would
include the arts and humanities for critical insights into how this
essential conflict between humanity and nature may be reconciled.



