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Frontmatter -- CONTENTS -- PREFACE AND ACKNOWLEDGMENTS --
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Others -- Chapter Thirteen. Epilogue: The Old and the New -- NOTES
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The Classical Athenians were the first to articulate and implement the
notion that ordinary citizens of no particular affluence or education
could make responsible political decisions. For this reason, reactions to
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Athenian democracy have long provided a prime Rorschach test for
political thought. Whether praising Athens's government as the
legitimizing ancestor of modern democracies or condemning it as mob
rule, commentators throughout history have revealed much about their
own notions of politics and society. In this book, Jennifer Roberts
charts responses to Athenian democracy from Athens itself through the
twentieth century, exploring a debate that touches upon

historiography, ethics, political science, anthropology, sociology,
philosophy, gender studies, and educational theory.
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Cover -- Title Page -- Copyright -- Dedication -- Contents -- List

of Figures -- List of Maps -- List of Tables -- Preface -- 1.

Introduction: Amsterdam's Canal District in Global Perspective -- PART
I: HISTORIC ORIGINS -- 2. Between Art and Expediency: Origins of the
Canal District -- 3. Designing the World's Most Liberal City -- 4. A
Privileged Site in the City, the Republic, and the World Economy --
PART Il: EVOLUTION -- 5. Bourgeois Homes: The Elite Spaces of the
Canal District, 1600-1910 -- 6. The Architectural Essence of the Canal
District: Past and Present -- 7. The Canal District: A Continuing History
of Modern Planning -- PART Ill: TWENTY-FIRST-CENTURY CHALLENGES
-- 8. Preservation through Transformation: Amsterdam through the
Lens of Barcelona -- 9. The Canal District as a Site of Cognitive-
Cultural Activities: "A Miracle of Spaciousness, Compactness, Intelligible
Order" -- 10. Cause Celebre: The Contested History of the Canal
District -- 11. The Present-Day Canal District as Home: Living in a
Commodified Space -- References -- Contributors -- Index.
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"In terms of design, scale, and blending of ecologicical and esthetic
function, Amsterdam's seventeenth-century Canal District is a
European marvel. Its survival for four centuries is a testament to its
ingenuity, reflected in its designation as a UNESCO World Heritage Site
in 2010. The Canal District today is an extraordinary example of
resilient historic design and cultural heritage in a living city, but it is

not without present-day challenges: in recent years, its urban ecology
has become subject to severe pressures of global tourism and
supergentrification. This edited volume brings together 17 reputable
scholars to debate questions about the origins, evolution, and future of
the Canal District. With differing approaches and perspectives on the
Canal District, the contributions render a collection where the whole is
much more than the sum of the parts. The book breaks new ground in
our understanding of the District's historic design, its evolution over
four hundred years, and the fundamental issues in strategies and
policies towards the future. While the main focus is clearly on
Amsterdam, the discussions have an important bearing on urban
historic preservation elsewhere, and on questions about enduring
urban design."--



