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Imagining a president: George Washington and his fictional
predecessors -- Seeing double: clowns, carnival, and satire in the
Antebellum years -- Deep, yet transparent: myth, mystery, and
"common sense" in post-Civil War presidential fictions -- A simple,
honest man: presidential character in the fictions of the 1930's and
1940's -- The human element: presidential strength, weakness, and
difference in the 1960's and 1970's -- Who am |? Presidents and their
"issues" in fictions of the 1990's -- Fictitious times: imagining
presidents at the turn of the millennium.

In The Presidents We Imagine, Jeff Smith examines the presidency's
ever-changing place in the American imagination. Ranging across
different media and analyzing works of many kinds, some familiar and
some never before studied, he explores the evolution of presidential
fictions, their central themes, the impact on them of new and emerging
media, and their largely unexamined role in the nation's real politics.



