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This book, the first cross-cultural study of post-1970s anglophone
Canadian and American multi-ethnic drama, invites assessment of the
thematic and aesthetic contributions of this theater in today’s
globalized culture. A growing number of playwrights of African, South
and East Asian, and First Nations heritage have engaged with manifold
socio-political and aesthetic issues in experimental works combining
formal features of more classical European dramatic traditions with
such elements of ethnic culture as ancestral music and dance, to
interrogate the very concepts of theatricality and canonicity. Their
“mouths on fire” (August Wilson), these playwrights contest stereotyped
notions of authenticity. In¬spired by songs of anger, passion,
experience, survival, and regeneration, the plays analyzed bespeak a
burning desire to break the silence, to heal and empower.
Foregrounding questions of hybridity, diaspora, cultural memory, and
nation, this comparative study includes discussion of some twenty-five
case studies of plays by such authors as M.J. Kang, August Wilson,
Suzan–Lori Parks, Djanet Sears, Chay Yew, Padma Viswanathan, Rana
Bose, Diane Glancy, and Drew Hayden Taylor. Through its cross-
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cultural and cross-national prism, “Mouths on Fire with Songs” shows
that multi-ethnic drama is one of the most diverse and dynamic sites of
cultural production in North America today.
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The five-volume set LNCS 14355, 14356, 14357, 14358 and 14359
constitutes the refereed proceedings of the 12th International
Conference on Image and Graphics, ICIG 2023, held in Nanjing, China,
during September 22–24, 2023. The 166 papers presented in the
proceedings set were carefully reviewed and selected from 409
submissions. They were organized in topical sections as follows:
computer vision and pattern recognition; computer graphics and
visualization; compression, transmission, retrieval; artificial
intelligence; biological and medical image processing; color and
multispectral processing; computational imaging; multi-view and
stereoscopic processing; multimedia security; surveillance and remote
sensing, and virtual reality. The ICIG 2023 is a biennial conference that
focuses on innovative technologies of image, video and graphics
processing and fostering innovation, entrepreneurship, and
networking. It will feature world-classplenary speakers, exhibits, and
high-quality peer reviewed oral and poster presentations.


