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Introduction -- Emotions in early America -- Painful lessons in
individualism -- A house divided -- Breaking home ties -- Immigrants
and the dream of return -- Transferring loyalties -- Mama's boys,
organization men, boomerang kids, and the surprising persistence of
the extended family -- Conclusion. Of helicopter parents, facebook,
and Wal-Mart : homesickness in contemporary America.

Using letters, diaries, memoirs, medical records, and psychological
studies, this wide-ranging book uncovers the profound pain felt by
Americans on the move from the country's founding until the present
day. Susan Matt shows how colonists in Jamestown longed for and
often returned to England, African Americans during the Great
Migration yearned for their Southern homes, and immigrants nursed
memories of Sicily and Guadalajara and, even after years in America,
frequently traveled home. These iconic representatives of the
undaunted, forward-looking American spirit were often homesick,
hesitant, and reluctant voyagers.



