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Aristocracy ascendant : the world of eighteenth-century nobility --
Ideologies of inequality -- Ageless antagonisms : the limits of
discontent -- Aristocracy avoided : America and the Cincinnati --
Straws in the wind : the breakdown of the old order -- Aristocracy
attacked : the rise and fall of the noble order -- Aristocracy abolished :
the destruction of noble power -- Ci-devants, 1790-1792 --
Persecution, 1792-1799 -- Ambiguous aftermaths.

Describes how the French revolutionaries tried to abolish the nobility,
analysing the intellectual roots of hostility to nobles, the steps by which
revolutionaries turned against aristocracy, the impact of persecution,
emigration, confiscation, and Terror, and the long-term consequences
of these developments for the nobility. - ;Since time immemorial



Europe had been dominated by nobles and nobilities. In the eighteenth
century their power seemed better entrenched than ever. But in 1790
the French revolutionaries made a determined attempt to abolish
nobility entirely. ‘Aristocracy’' became the t



