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Since the Enlightenment period, German-Jewish intellectuals have been
prominent voices in the multi-facetted discourse on the
reinterpretation of Jewish tradition in light of modern thinking. Paul
Mendes-Flohr, one of the towering figures of current scholarship on
German-Jewish intellectual history, has made invaluable contributions
to a better understanding of the religious, cultural and political
dimensions of these thinkers' encounter with German and European
culture, including the tension between their loyalty to Judaism and the
often competing claims of non-Jewish society and culture. This volume
assembles essays by internationally acknowledged scholars in the field
who intend to honor Mendes-Flohr's work by portraying the abundance
of religious, philosophical, aesthetical and political aspects dominating
the thinking of those famous thinkers populating German Jewry's rich
and complex intellectual world in the modern period. It also provides a
fresh theoretical outlook on trends in Jewish intellectual history, raising
new questions concerning the dialectics of assimilation. In addition to
that, the volume sheds light on thinkers and debates that hitherto have
not been accorded full scholarly attention.


