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This study explores the service-citizenship nexus in Nigeria, using the
National Youth Service Corps (NYSC) programme as an empirical
backdrop. It attempts to understand the relationship between civic
service and citizenship on the one hand, and it examines the question
as to whether youth service promotes a sense of citizenship and
patriotism on the other. In the relevant studies on service and
sociology, the assumption that service is antecedent to, and impacts
positively on citizenship, is taken for granted. However, conclusions
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from this study call for an urgent rethinking of this wisdom.


