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Naples was one of the largest cities in early modern Europe, and for
about two centuries the largest city in the global empire ruled by the
kings of Spain. Its crowded and noisy streets, the height of its
buildings, the number and wealth of its churches and palaces, the
celebrated natural beauty of its location, the many antiquities scattered
in its environs, the fiery volcano looming over it, the drama of its
people’s devotions, the size and liveliness - to put it mildly - of its
plebs, all made Naples renowned and at times notorious across Europe.
The new essays in this volume aim to introduce this important,
fascinating, and bewildering city to readers unfamiliar with its history.
Contributors are: Tommaso Astarita, John Marino, Giovanni Muto,
Vladimiro Valerio, Gaetano Sabatini, Aurelio Musi, Giulio Sodano, Carlos
José Hernando Sánchez, Elisa Novi Chavarria, Gabriel Guarino, Giovanni
Romeo, Peter Mazur, Angelantonio Spagnoletti, J. Nicholas Napoli,
Gaetana Cantone, Anthony DelDonna, Sean Cocco, Melissa Calaresu,
Nancy Canepa, David Gentilcore, Diana Carrió-Invernizzi, and Anna
Maria Rao. The publisher, editor, and contributors mourn the passing
of Gaetana Cantone, who died in April 2013.


