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Was the century of Voltaire also the century of women?  In the
eighteenth century changes in the nature of work, family life, sexuality,
education, law, religion, politics and warfare radically altered the lives
of women. Some of these developments caused immense confusion
and suffering; others greatly expanded women's opportunities and
worldview - long before the various women's suffrage movements were
more than a glimmer on the horizon.  This study pays attention to
queens as well as commoners; respectable working women as well as
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prostitutes; women physicists and mathematicians as well a


