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The prehistoric agricultural systems of the New World provided the
foundations for a diverse set of complex social developments ranging
from the puebloan societies of the American Southwest to the archaic
state polities of Mesoamerica and the Andean region.  From the tropical
forests of Central America to the arid environments or northern New
Mexico, Native American farmers made use of a distinctive set of
cultigens and cropping systems that supported-with varying degrees of
success-growing populations and expanding economies.  Lacking most
domesticated animals, so important to the mi


