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part 1. Women and barkcloth -- part 2. Materializations and the
performance of identity -- part 3. Colonial and postcolonial
appropriations of tapa.

Engendering objects explores social and cultural dynamics among
Maisin people in Collingwood Bay (Papua New Guinea) through the lens
of material culture. Focusing upon the visually stimulating decorated
barkcloths that are used as male and female garments, gifts, and
commodities, it explores the relationships between these cloths and
Maisin people. The main question is how barkcloth, as an object made
by women, engenders people's identities, such as gender, personhood,
clan and tribe, through its manufacturing and use.This book describes

in detail how barkcloth (tapa) not only visualizes and e
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