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From 1913 through 1918, Long Beach, California, was home to the
largest independent film company in the world, the largely forgotten
Balboa Studio. Founder Herbert M. Horkheimer bought the studio from
Edison Company in 1913, and by 1915 Balboa's expenses exceeded
2,500 a day and its output hit 15,500 feet of film per week. Bert
Bracken, Fatty Arbuckle, Henry King, Baby Marie Osborne, Thomas Ince,
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and William Desmond Taylor began their careers with the studio. In
1918, Horkheimer stunned the industry by declaring bankruptcy,
shutting down Balboa, and walking away from moviemaking. The
closing o


