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Ranging from Homer to Picasso, and from the Iranian Revolution to The
Wizard of Oz, this spirited and radiant book awakens us anew to the
role of color in our lives. Our lives are saturated by color. We live in a
world of colors, and color marks our psychological and social
existence. But for all color's inescapability, we don't know much about
it. Authors David Scott Kastan and Stephen Farthing offer a fresh and
imaginative exploration of one of the most intriguing and least
understood aspects of everyday experience. Kastan and Farthing, a
scholar and a painter, investigate color from numerous perspectives:
literary, historical, cultural, anthropological, philosophical, art
historical, political, and scientific. In ten wide-ranging chapters, each
devoted to a different color, they examine the various ways colors have
shaped and continue to shape our social and moral imaginations. Each
individual color becomes the focal point for a consideration of one of
the extraordinary ways in which color appears and matters in our lives.
Beautifully produced in full color, this is a remarkably smart,
entertaining, and fascinating guide to this elusive topic.
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"Between the trials of Oscar Wilde in the 1890s and the beginnings of
legal reforms in the 1960s, the West End stage was dominated by the
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work of gay playwrights. Many of their plays, such as Private Lives ,
Blithe Spirit and The Deep Blue Sea are established classics and
continue to inform our culture. In this fascinating book, covering both
familiar and lesser-known works, Sean O'Connor examines the legacy
of Wilde as a playwright and as a gay man, and explores in the works of
Somerset Maugham, Noel Coward and Terence Rattigan the resonance
of Wilde's agenda for tolerance and his creed of individuality. O'Connor
contextualises these plays against the enormous social and historical
changes of the twentieth century. He also examines the legal
restrictions which regulated the personal lives of these writers and
required them to evolve sophisticated strategies in order to express on
stage, albeit obliquely, their dilemmas as gay men. From the delicate
homoerotic frissons of Rattigan's early comedies to Coward's defiantly
pro-sex stance, Straight Acting is a provocative and witty insight into
the subtly subversive tactics of gay writers working in that apparently
most conservative of forms, the 'well-made play'."--


