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This book explores the major paradoxes of Russian literature as a
manifestation of both tragic and ironic contradictions of human nature
and national character. Russian literature, from Pushkin and Gogol to
Chekhov, Nabokov and to postmodernist writers, is studied as a holistic
text that plays on the reversal of such opposites as being and
nothingness, reality and simulation, and rationality and absurdity. The
glorification of Mother Russia exposes her character as a witch; a little
man is transformed into a Christ figure; consistent rationality betrays
its inherent madness, and extreme verbosity produces the effect of
silence. The greatest Russian writers were masters of spiritual self-
denial and artistic self-destruction, which explains many paradoxes
and unpredictable twists of Russian history up to our time.
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"Born in the late 19th century, jazz gained mainstream popularity
during a volatile period of racial segregation and gender inequality. It
was in these adverse conditions that jazz performers discovered the
power of dress as a visual tool used to defy mainstream societal
constructs, shaping a new fashion and style aesthetic. Fashion and Jazz
is the first study to identify the behaviours, signs and meanings that
defined this newly evolving subcultural style. Drawing on fashion
studies and cultural theory, the book provides an in-depth analysis of
the social and political entanglements of jazz and dress, with individual
chapters exploring key themes such as race, class and gender.
Including a wide variety of case studies, ranging from Billie Holliday and
Ella Fitzgerald to Louis Armstrong and Chet Baker, it presents a critical
and cultural analysis of jazz performers as modern icons of fashion and
popular style. Addressing a number of previously underexplored areas
of jazz culture, such as modern dandyism and the link between drug
use and glamorous dress, Fashion and Jazz provides a fascinating
history of fashion's dialogue with African-American art and style. It is
essential reading for students of fashion, cultural studies, African-
American studies and history"--
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