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This work studies the political role of the Chilean military during the
years 1808-1826. Beginning with the fall of the Spanish monarchy to
Napoleon in 1808 and ending immediately after the last royalist
contingents were expelled from the island of Chiloe, it does not seek to
give a full picture of the participation of military men on the battlefield
but rather to interpret their involvement in local politics. In so doing it
makes a contribution to the understanding of Chile's revolution of
independence, as well as to discuss some of the most recent
historiographical contributions on the role of the military in the

creation of the Chilean republic.



