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Is it possible to capture, in brief, the fundamental changes that affected
the role of religion within modern Western society? For a long time,
many scholars would have answered that question in the positive; most
of them would certainly have counted increasingly tolerant attitudes
towards forms of religion that were once been regarded as
unacceptable, as being one of those central features. In the light of the
current revision of the established 'truths' concerning modern religion,
it is now possible to once again address the wide-spread belief that
modernity meant the gradual victory of more
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