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Environment and Narrative in Vietnam brings together essays about
Vietnam’s natural environments and environmental crises from the
perspective of culture, with particular attention to narrative templates
that have shaped perceptions and interactions with nature on the part
of different communities. The essays in this volume explore theoretical
problems in the assessment of ecological stewardship and attitudes
toward nature across cultures. They focus on both majority (Kinh) and
ethnic minority narratives about nature and seek to outline how
different ideas of modernization, from the French colonial project to
the Marxist understanding of nature on the part of the Communist
government, have shaped perceptions, policies, and activism regarding
the environment. The essays also highlight the tensions and
confluences between nationalist nation-building projects and economic
integration into global markets for environmental thinking over the last
half-century, and they analyze how texts from literary fiction to
contemporary news media represent different environmental cultures in
Vietnam. Taken together, the essays in Environment and Narrative in
Vietnam begin to fill a significant gap in the understanding of
environmental cultures in Asia and in the Environmental Humanities.
This is an open access book. Ursula K. Heise is holds the Marcia H.
Howard Term Chair in Literary Studies. She is co-founder and Director
of the Lab for Environmental Narrative Strategies (LENS) at UCLA's
Institute of the Environment and Sustainability. Her research and
teaching focus on contemporary literature and the environmental
humanities; environmental literature, arts, and cultures in the
Americas, Germany, Japan, and Spain; literature and science; science
fiction; and narrative theory. She is co-editor of Literatures, Cultures
and the Environment series for Palgrave Macmillan. Chi P. Pham is a
Tenured Researcher at the Institute of Literature, Vietnam Academy of
Social Sciences, Hanoi. She received her first Ph.D. degree in Literary
Theory in Vietnam and her second Ph.D. degree in Comparative
Literature at the University of California, Riverside (USA). She is the
secretary of the Association for the Study of Literature and Ecology in
ASEAN (ASLE-ASEAN).


