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Microfinance is often presented, not only as an efficient tool to fight
against poverty, but also as a means of promoting the empowerment of
the most marginalized sections of the population, especially women.
However, reality has shown that the causal relation between
microfinance and empowerment is neither linear, nor unequivocal and
that it is even less systematic. This book is an attempt to nourish the
debate, on the one hand, by combining theoretical reflections and case
studies, and on the other hand, by engaging practitioners and
researchers from various backgrounds (mainly economists, sociologists
and anthropologists). First of all, we consider the question of
definitions. Even if everyone agrees that the concept of ‘empowerment’
refers to notions of choice, of power and of change, the diversity of
definitions suggested here confirms that under no circumstances does
a universal conception of it exist. The second part insists on the central
role of the environment. The link between microfinance and
empowerment is all the more subtle, and sometimes unforeseeable, as
microfinance projects take place within an economic, socio-cultural

and political context that is itself complex, evolutionary and which
partially conditions the results obtained. Microfinance projects - as any
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development projects - should therefore be understood and analyzed
as endogenous processes. Finally, a third part relates to the crucial
question of evaluation. Here still, the diversity of the results is striking:
certain experiments are very positive while elsewhere the results are
very mixed and sometimes even worrying. One does not speak any
more of empowerment, but of “disempowerment” or even
“overempowerment”. This heterogeneity of results is due as much to
the diversity of the projects, their methods of action, the target
population, and the context of intervention as to the methodologies of
evaluation. The conclusion leads us to go beyond a certain number of
contradictions evoked...
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Liberty and freedom: Americans agree that these values are
fundamental to our nation, but what do they mean? How have their
meanings changed through time? In this new volume of cultural history,
David Hackett Fischer shows how these varying ideas form an
intertwined strand that runs through the core of American life. Fischer



examines liberty and freedom not as philosophical or political
abstractions, but as folkways and popular beliefs deeply embedded in
American culture. Tocqueville called them "habits of the heart." From
the earliest colonies, Americans have shared ideals of liberty and
freedom, but with very different meanings. Like DNA these ideas have
transformed and recombined in each generation. The book arose from
Fischer's discovery that the words themselves had differing origins: the
Latinate "liberty" implied separation and independence. The root
meaning of "freedom" (akin to "friend") connoted attachment: the rights
of belonging in a community of freepeople. The tension between the
two senses has been a source of conflict and creativity throughout
American history. Liberty & Freedom studies the folk history of those
ideas through more than 400 visions, images, and symbols. It begins
with the American Revolution, and explores the meaning of New
England's Liberty Tree, Pennsylvania's Liberty Bells, Carolina's Liberty
Crescent, and "Don't Tread on Me" rattlesnakes. In the new republic,
the search for a common American symbol gave new meaning to
Yankee Doodle, Uncle Sam, Miss Liberty, and many other icons. In the
Civil War, Americans divided over liberty and freedom. Afterward, new
universal visions were invented by people who had formerly been
excluded from a free society--African Americans, American Indians,
and immigrants. The twentieth century saw liberty and freedom tested
by enemies and contested at home, yet it brought the greatest
outpouring of new visions, from Franklin Roosevelt's Four Freedoms to
Martin Luther King's "dream" to Janis Joplin's "nothin’ left to lose."
lllustrated in full color with a rich variety of images, Liberty and
Freedom is, literally, an eye-opening work of history--stimulating,
large-spirited, and ultimately, inspiring.



