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The industrial revolution, first phase, consisted of iron, steel, textile
and railway development, all powered by steam; it was complete by the
mid-nineteenth century. The second phase comprising electricity,
automotive and chemical advances, plastics and processed food
occupied the late nineteenth/early twentieth centuries. The
Encyclopedia of the Industrial Revolution in World History is a three-
volume work of over 1,000 entries on the rise and spread of the
Industrial Revolution across the world. Entries comprise accessible but
scholarly explorations of topics from the "aerospace industry" to
"zaibatsu." Contributor articles not only address topics of technology
and technical innovation but emphasize the individual human and
social experience of industrialization. Entries include generous
selections of biographical figures and human communities, with
articles on entrepreneurs, working men and women, families, and
organizations. They also cover legal developments, disasters, and the
environmental impact of the Industrial Revolution. Each entry also
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includes cross-references and a brief list of suggested readings to alert
readers to more detailed information.The Encyclopedia of the Industrial
Revolution in World History includes over 300 illustrations, as well as
artfully selected, extended quotations from key primary sources, from
Thomas Malthus’ “Essay on the Principal of Population” to Arthur
Young’s look at Birmingham, England in 1791.


