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<P>Exploring the works of key women writers within their cultural,
artistic and socio-political contexts, this book considers changes in the
perception of women in early modern China. The sixteenth century
brought rapid developments in technology, commerce and the
publishing industry that saw women emerging in new roles as both
consumers and producers of culture. This book examines the place of
women in the cultural elite and in society more generally,
reconstructing examples of particular women's personal experiences,
and retracing the changing roles of women from the late Ming to the
early Q


