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This book analyzes the variety of ways through which Japanese
religions (Buddhism, Shint?, and new religious movements) contribute
to the dynamics of accelerated globalization in recent decades. It looks
at how Japanese religions provide material to cultural global flows, thus
acting as carriers of globalization, and how they respond to these flows
by shaping new glocal identities. The book highlights how,
paradoxically, these processes of religious hybridization may be closely
intertwined with the promotion of cultural chauvinism. It shows how on
the one hand religion in Japan is en
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Standards and Variation in Urban Speech is an examination and
exploration of the aims and methods of sociolinguistic investigation,
based on studies of Scottish urban speech. It criticially examines the
implications of the notions 'vernacular', 'standard language', 'Received
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Pronunciation', 'social class', and 'linguistic insecurity'. Through a
combination of quantitative and qualitative methods using examples
from comedians' jokes, dialect poetry, formal and informal interviews,
and personal narratives, the work illustrates the actual norms that
speakers exemplify in various ways.


