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This book examines the period leading up to the Hong Kong handover



in 1997 - the 'countdown of time', and by using iconic cultural symbols
such as the countdown clock, the Hong Kong Museum exhibitions and
cultural heritage sites, argues that China has undergone a transition to
neoliberal state, in part through its reunification with Hong Kong.The
problem of synchronization with the world, a Chinese phrase that
epitomizes China's engagement with modern capitalism since the first
Opium War, was characterized throughout the 20th century as a
'humiliation’, 'weakness', 'tragedy' and 'dis



