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Christian Democracy, which may briefly be defined as organised
political action by Catholic democrats, has been a major political force

in Western Europe since the Second World War, not least in France.The
aim of this book, first published in 1973, is to trace the Development

of Christian Democracy in France from its origins in the 1830s to the
present day, discussing its theories and its importance in French

history and politics, with particular (but by no means exclusive)
reference to the Fourth Republic (1946-58) when the MRP was one of
the key centre parties. Dr Irving provides a
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