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The prison has often been the focus for concerns about human rights
violations, and campaigns aimed at achieving social justice, for those
with an interest in the criminalisation of women. To reduce the number
of women imprisoned, a range of policy initiatives have been developed
to increase the use of community-based responses to women in
conflict with the law. These initiatives have tended to operate alongside
reforms to the prison estate and are often defined as 'community
punishment', 'community sanctions' and 'alternatives to imprisonment'.
This book challenges the contention th
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