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Contrary to popular claims, religion played a critical role in Barack
Obama's 2008 election as president of the United States. Religion, race,
and gender entered the national and electoral dialogue in an
unprecedented manner. What stood out most in the 2008 presidential
campaign was not that Republicans reached out to religious voters but
that Democrats did-and with a vengeance. This tightly edited volume
demonstrates how Obama charted a new course for Democrats by
staking out claims among moderate-conservative faith communities

and emerged victorious in the presidential contest, in part, b



