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This book focuses on the dynamics of democracy and populism in
Muslim-majority countries, such as Turkey and Indonesia. It does so by
examining the complexities of democratic development in these areas,
ranging from 'flawed' to 'hybrid' regimes. Despite the aspirations for
democratic progress, recent democracy indices reveal a concerning
trend of backsliding, particularly in the last decade. This regression can
be attributed, in part, to the ascendancy of populist politics. Populist
movements have adeptly exploited both real and perceived cultural
insecurities to acquire, consolidate, and maintain political power. This
phenomenon is especially pronounced in flawed democracies and
hybrid regimes within Muslim-majority countries, such as Turkey and
Indonesia. Notably, religion, specifically Islam, has emerged as a central
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tool within the populist playbook. Populist actors have constructed a
religious-civilizational framework that leverages political binaries,
manipulates insecurities, and fosters traditional anti-elite and
anti-'other' sentiments. In this book, the authors advance the notion
that populism is a multifaceted phenomenon that relies on various pre-
existing fractures within societies and cultures. Once in power,
populism intensifies these differences to further consolidate its
position, utilizing various state apparatuses such as state-controlled
religious institutions. This comprehensive analysis offers insights into
the growing trend of populism in the Muslim world and its impact on
contemporary politics. Mustafa Demir is a Research Associate and
lecturer at the University of Surrey, UK and Associate Teaching Fellow at
the University of Derby, UK. Greg Barton Chair in Global Islamic Politics
at Deakin University's Alfred Deakin Institute for Citizenship and
Globalisation.


