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The scholars who contribute to this issue utilize diverse research
methods to examine the lived experiences of people engaged in
prostitution and the people and institutions that process them. They
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look at the production of knowledge about prostitution and trafficking
by institutional stakeholders, and how legal responses to prostitution
and trafficking are affected by class, race, ethnicity, and migration.
Drawing on data derived from innovative research methods including
auto-ethnography, re-calculation of historical data, and participatory
methods, the authors challenge us to re-examine the pro-
sex/abolitionist divide, the historical theories of prostitution and
ethical concerns around research with people engaged in prostitution.
Instead our authors offer new configurations of sex, gender, and
prostitution to better inform future scholarship, policy, and
programming.


