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Montfort Castle, located in the western Galilee, was the principal
fortress of the Teutonic Order, one of the three great military orders of
the Crusader period. It was built in the early thirteenth century and
occupied and dismantled by the Mamluk army in 1271. It is among the
finest examples of Crusader spur castles. This present volume includes
discussions by 23 scholars, experts in their fields, in 28 chapters
covering every aspect of past and recent scholarship on the history of
the Teutonic Order and the castle, travellers’ descriptions, the
architecture, the geographical setting, the material culture of the
garrison, and detailed descriptions of the 1926 archaeological
expedition to Montfort and the ongoing work of the Montfort Castle
Project. Winner of the 2017 Verbruggen prize , awarded annually by the
De Re Militari society for the best book on medieval military history.
The awarding committee stated that the volume offers ‘a through
exploration of all the sources, archaeological and literary, relating to an
important site. A model for future work.’ Contributors are Laura Aiello,
Zohar Amar, Tamar Backner, Adrian J. Boas, Nativ Dudai, Rafael Frankel,
Jonathan J. Gottlieb, Lydia Perelis Grossowicz, Timothy B. Husband,
Nurith Kenaan-Kedar, Rabei G. Khamisy, Robert Kool, Dorit Korngreen,
Rafael Lewis, Nili Liphschitz, Cecilia Luschi, Lisa Pilosi, Mary B. Shepard,
Vardit Shotten-Hallel, Kristjan Toomaspoeg, Andrea Wähning, David
Whitehouse, and Mark Wypyski.


