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Beginning with the wars of the English colonies, Americans typically
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sometimes managed effective drawdowns, sowing the seeds of future
victory. Yet at other times, the drawing down of military capabilities
undermined our readiness and flexibility, leading to more costly wars
and perhaps defeat. The political choice to reduce military capabilities
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aspires to inform this dialogue. Not a traditional military history,
Drawdown analyzes cultural attitudes, political decisions, and
institutions surrounding the maintenance of armed forces. -- Back
cover.
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