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'Ordering the infant': caring for newborns in early modern England /
Leah Astbury -- 'She sleeps well and eats an egg': convalescent care in
early modern England / Hannah Newton.

Chapter 3 focuses on the specific forms of health care given to
newborn babies in early modern England ...based on very specific
management of the six non-naturals appropriate to their uniquely hot,
damp constitutions, and fragile, malleable bodies. This care was
determined particularly by attentive observation and physical
'searching' of the body. Chapter 4 nvestigates the measures were taken
by physicians and laypeople to restore health after illness. Drawing on
medical texts, regimens, letters, and diaries, this chapter shows that
the treatment of the convalescent differed both from the care of the
sick and the healthy. It shows the vital place of the non-naturals in
early modern medicine, and the role played by 'Nature', understood as
the body's principal agent and governor in physiological processes.
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"Patrick Riley explores the Judeo-Christian tradition from its origins as
well as the struggle of pagan Rome to restore stable families. He shows
how marriage came to contain the force of sexuality, to harness its
energies both to create and serve the family, and the well being of
wider communities. The idea that sex is entirely a private issue is an
error Dr. Rilley argues, with potentially disastrous consequences, both
for the individual and societies."--Bloomsbury Publishing.



