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Issues such as the immortality of the soul, the debate about matter
versus life, and whether one was capable of knowing the outside world
were all being extensively discussed in many religions and cultures in
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both East and West. The present volume addresses the concept of an
immortal soul in a mortal body, and focuses on early Judaism and
Christianity, where this issue is often related to the initial chapters of
the book of Genesis. The papers are devoted to the interpretation of
Gen 2:7 in relation to the broader issue of dualistic anthropology. They
show that the dualism was questioned in different ways within the
context of early Judaism and Christianity.


