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This book deals with certain "hot-button" contemporary issues in Islam
that are often the focus of public scrutiny, including the Sharia, jihad,
the caliphate, women's status, and interfaith relations. Notably, it
places the discussion of these topics within a longer historical
framework in order to reveal their multiple interpretations and
contested applications over time. Most public and some academic
discourses however present the Islamic tradition as unchanging and
therefore unable to respond to the modern world. Such an ahistorical
approach fosters the belief that Muslim and Western societies are
destined to clash with one another. In contrast, this book allows the
reader to see the diversity and transformations within Islamic thought
over time. Focusing on this internal diversity permits us to appreciate
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the scriptural and intellectual resources available within the Islamic
tradition for responding to the challenges of modernity, even as it
interrogates and shapes modernity itself.
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This volume is the outcome of an international cooperation between 73
scientists, experts, and practitioners from many countries, disciplines,
and professional areas. As a part of a series of CERES publications, the
volume attempts to contribute to the scientific debate about the food–
biodiversity–climate nexus by developing a comprehensive region-
specific and broader global understanding of the linkages between
these areas, especially in the context of Global South. Instead of
providing only modern science-based solutions for the nexus related
challenges, the volume covers case studies that present mixed
solutions, offering the use of traditional ecological knowledge in
combination with modern science for both resilience and sustainability.
This is increasingly instrumental in shaping the needed response
options regarding the economic, social, and environmental future of
the world. Based on a multi-regional and cross-sectoral analysis, the
approach consists of: assessing the differentnatural and anthropogenic
factors currently affecting ecosystems and their services, especially the
impacts of climate change; highlighting the different linkages between
the state of biodiversity and food systems in many contexts and scales;
and exploring the various response mechanisms to effectively manage
the implications of such linkages. Most chapters provide inputs for
future relevant research and policy agendas.


