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Since its founding, the government of the People's Republic of China
has strived to transform rural production, the theme of this volume of
History of Contemporary China. Fourteen articles translated from the
Chinese journal Contemporary History (Dangdai Zhongguo shi yanjiu)
offer both empirical account and theoretical analysis of a broad range
of historical events and issues, such as the guiding policy framework of
the “three rural issues,” the causes and consequences of the deep
plowing movement and the development of public canteens during the
Great Leap Forward, child care, enterprises and collectives, and private
lending in the post-Mao era, and the changing dynamics of
interregional flows of goods and people throughout the second half of
the 20th century. These studies shed light on the historical origins of
some of the agricultural and rural problems in China today.


