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Confronting fundamentalism: it's judgmental -- 1998, 1968, 1970: just
an opinion -- Shame and the American character -- 1960: what the sky
seemed to say -- Shame as a moral issue: the forbidden fruit -- From
judgment to judgmentalism: some quick history -- Where do we look?
-- The great Enlightenment project -- David Hume's alternative: the
good heart -- How do we know? -- Is this heresy? -- Conscience as a
creative process -- Postscript: What | should have said to my son.

"Come to church or go to hell. That's religious bullying. It's
judgmentalism. And it's a theological distortion, a distortion insisting
that shame and self-loathing are morally appropriate. In Christian
humanist tradition, God is not some cosmic judge eager to smite all of
us for our sinfulness. God is compassion. We are cherished by God
beyond our wildest imagining. We are called to radical hospitality, not
to crass judgmentalism. So where does this religious judgmentalism
come from? It is the heritage of medieval theocracy: a violent, vindictive
God of command and control was far more useful politically than a God
of compassion, hospitality, and forgiveness. It comes from literal-
minded misreading of the story of Adam and Eve and the forbidden
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fruit, a story about shame, not disobedience. And it comes from
political success in exploiting deep-seated liabilities in the American
soul: we spend our lives trying to "prove ourselves," a hopeless task.
There's an alternative. In the Christian humanist tradition, authentic
moral judgment is rooted in conscience as a creative process. Morality
is an art demanding both rigorous consideration of the facts and
thoughtful introspection. Conscience properly understood and
thoughtfully practiced is an antidote to shame, incessant self-criticism,
and chronic self-doubt.” --
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A partir du depouillement d'une centaine d'affaires criminelles jugees
en cour d'appel dans le sud-ouest de la region parisienne durant dix
ans (1987-1996), cet article presente les caracteristiques
demographiques et sociales de 122 meurtriers et de leurs victimes.
met notamment en evidence la tres forte surrepresentation des milieux
populaires et meme des couches les plus pauvres de la population, tant
dans la population des meurtriers que dans celle de leurs victimes,
ainsi que le poids de l'inactivite et du chomage. Il souligne aussi
I'importance des destructurations familiales (abandons, placements
divers) et, plus encore, des conflits familiaux. Sur le plan empirique,
ces resultats sont compares a ceux d'etudes realisees dans d'autres
pays, hotamment I'abondante production quantitative nhord-americaine.
Sur le plan theorique, cet article rejoint les discussions initiees par des
auteurs americains travaillant sur les notions de desorganisation et de
desagregation sociale et par des auteurs francais travaillant sur les
notions de desaffiliation, de disqualification ou de desinsertion pour
proposer de depasser la seule analyse des caracteristiques sociales et
familiales des personnes au moment des crimes afin de considerer
leurs histoires de vie et integrer notamment les composantes familiales
et scolaires qui ont marque toute leur trajectoire.

Based on about one hundred criminal cases which were tried by a Court
of Appeal in the southwest of the Paris region over ten years (1987-
1996), this article presents the demographic and social characteristics
of 122 murderers and their victims. It brings out the very high
proportion of individuals from the working classes or from the poorest
strata of the population among the population of murderers as well as
of victims, and the weight of economic inactivity and unemployment.
The importance of family disruption (desertion, various types of foster
care) and still more importantly, of family conflicts, is emphasized. On
an empirical level, those findings are compared with those of studies
conducted in other countries, particularly the abundant quantitative
literature from North America. On a theoretical level, this article takes
its place among discussions initiated by American authors who have
worked on the notions of disorganization and social disintegration, and
by French authors who have worked on the notions of disaffiliation,
disqualification and dis-insertion, and who suggest that researchers
move beyond the mere social and family characteristics of the
individuals at the time of the crime and take into account their life



histories and particularly the family and school elements that left their
marks on their entire life itinerary.

A partir del analisis de un centenar de asuntos criminales juzgados en
tribunales de apelacion del suroeste de la region parisina durante diez
anos (1987-1996), este articulo presenta las caracteristicas
demograficas y sociales de 122 asesinos y de sus victimas. Este analisis
revela la sobre representacion de los medios populares e incluso de las
capas mas pobres de la poblacion, tanto en lo que respecta a los
asesinos como a las victimas, asi como el peso de la inactividad y del
paro. Aparece tambien la importancia de la descomposicion familiar
(abandonos ...) y en patrticular de los conflictos familiares. Estos
resultados son comparados a los de estudios realizados en otros
paises, y sobre todo a los de numerosos trabajos norteamericanos. En
el plano teorico, el articulo aborda las nociones americanas de
desorganizacion y de desagregacion social y las de autores franceses
sobre la desafiliacion, la descalificacion o la exclusion, a fin de
sobrepasar el simple analisis de las caracteristicas sociales y familiares
de las personas en el momento del crimen y considerar sus historias de
vida, integrando en particular los componentes familiares y escolares
que han marcado sus trayectorias.



