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Biblical faith is passionately and relentlessly material in its accent. This
claim is rooted in the conviction that the creator God loves and cares
for the creation and summons creation to be in sync with the will of the
creator God. This collection of essays is focused on the bodily life of
the world as it is ordered in all of its problematic political and economic
forms. The phrase of the title, "all flesh" in the flood narrative of
Genesis 9, refers to all living creatures who are in covenant with God-
human beings, animals, birds, and fish-as recipients of God's grace, as
dependent upon Gods' generosity, and as destined for praise and
obedience to God. The insistence on the materiality of life as the
subject of the Bible means that the hard issues of economics and the
demanding questions of politics are front and center in the text. So the
Pentateuch pivots around the exodus narrative and the emancipation
from an unbearable context of abusive labor practices. In like manner
the prophets endlessly address such questions of social policy, and the
wisdom teachers reflect on how to manage the material things of life
and social relationships for the well-being of the community. This
accent, pervasive in these essays, is a powerful alternative and a strong
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resistance against all of the contemporary efforts to transcend (escape)
the material into some form of the "spiritual" All around us are efforts
to find an easier, more harmonious faith. This may be evoked simply
because life is "too hard" or more ominously because of a desire to
shield economic, political advantage from the inescapable critique of
biblical faith. Such a temptation is a serious misreading of the Bible and
a serious misjudgment about the nature of human existence. Thus the
Bible addressed the most urgent issues of our day, and refuses the
"religious temptation" that avoids lived reality where the power of God
is a work.


