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Second language assessment is ubiquitous. It has found its way from
education into questions about access to professions and migration.
This volume focuses on the main debates and research advances in
second language assessment in the last fifty years or so, showing the
influence of linguistics, politics, philosophy, psychology, sociology, and
psychometrics. There are four parts which, when taken together,
address the principles and practices of second language assessment
while considering its impact on society. Read separately, each part
addresses a different aspect of the field. Part | deals with the
conceptual foundations of second language assessment with chapters
on the purposes of assessment, and standards and frameworks, as well
as matters of scoring, quality assurance, and test validation. Part Il
addresses the theory and practice of assessing different second
language skills including aspects like intercultural competence and
fluency. Part lll examines the challenges and opportunities of second
language assessment in a range of contexts. In addition to chapters on
second language assessment on a national scale, there are chapters on
learning-oriented assessment, as well as the uses of second language
assessment in the workplace and for migration. Part IV examines a
selection of important issues in the field that deserve attention. These
include the alignment of language examinations to external

frameworks, the increasing use of technology to both deliver and score
second language tests, the responsibilities associated with assessing
test takers with special needs, the concept of 'voice' in second language
assessment, and assessment literacy for teachers and other test and
score users.
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Children were an important part of the ancient Near Eastern household.



This idea seems straightforward, but it can be understood in many
ways. On a basic level, children are necessary for the perpetuation of a
household. On a deeper level, the definitions of child and member of
the household are far from categorical. This book begins to explore the
multiple definitions of child and the way the child fits within a
household. It examines what membership in the household looks like
for children and what factors contribute to it. A study addressing what
a child is and how a child’s gender and social status affect her place in
the household is vital to a proper understanding of the ancient Near
Eastern household.Despite their importance, children have long been
marginalized in discussions of ancient societies. Only recently has this
trend begun to change within biblical and ancient Near Eastern
scholarship. A recent wave of studies, especially in relation to the
Hebrew Bible, has started to address children in their own right. In light
of the current state of scholarship on children, the purpose of this book
is threefold. First, Garroway continues to fill out the picture of the child
in the ancient Near East by compiling child-centric texts and
archaeological realia. In analyzing these materials, she surveys the
relationship between children and ancient Near Eastern society by
examining the extent to which structuring forces in a community, such
as social status and gender, contribute to the process of a child’s
becoming a member of his household and society. Finally, this
information provides a base for future research, for example, a cross-
cultural study of children in the ancient Near East in Classical Antiquity.



