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"This book explores and debates the urban transformations that have
taken place in Vienna over the past 30 years and their consequences in
policy fields such as labour and housing, political and social
participation and the environment. Historically, European cities have
been characterized by a strong association between social cohesion,
quality of life, economic ambition and a robust State. Vienna is an
excellent example for that. In more recent years, however, cities were
pressured to change policy principles and mechanisms in the context
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of demographic shifts, post-industrial transformations and welfare
recalibration which have led to worsened social conditions in many
cities. Each chapter in this volume discusses Vienna's responses to
these pressures in key policy arenas, looking at outcomes from the
context-specific local arrangements. Against a theoretical framework
debating the European city as a model of inclusion and social justice,
authors explore the local capacity to innovate urban policies and to
address new social risks, while paying attention to potential trade-offs.
The book questions and assesses the city's resilience using time series
and an institutional analysis of four key dimensions that characterize
the European city model, within the context of post-industrial
transition: redistribution, recognition, representation and sustainability.
It offers a multiscalar perspective of urban governance through labour,
housing, participatory and environmental policies, bringing together
different levels and public policy types. Vienna: still a just city? is aimed
at academics, researchers and policy-makers in urban studies,
including urban sociology, ecology, geography and welfare"--
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The book is exceptional because it applies the notion of foms of life to
the context of human action. It provides answers to the following
questions: Why do we act in a specific way? Why do we make particular
decisions? Does one's form of life and language games determine our
actions and decisions? Wittgenstein proposes a holistic method which
enables us to give coherent answers to these questions. To answer the
question of the contents of actions and decisions we have to explain
how we have institutionalized these actions or decisions. To this aim
we shall reveal the frame within which language games are introduced
and have come to function as practice and custom. The scheme of
order underlying the language games is illustrated. Human actions and
decisions follow particular rules. By highlighting the underlying scheme
of order we may gain a perspicuous view of these rules. The aim of this
book is to show that actions and decisions generate rational choice.
This choice is explained by demonstrating the particular functions of
the language games involved.


