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Sommario/riassunto Over the last two decades, focus has become a prominent topic in
major fields in linguistic research (syntax, semantics, phonology).
Focus Strategies in African Languages contributes to the ongoing
discussion of focus by investigating focus-related phenomena in a
range of African languages, most of which have been under-
represented in the theoretical literature on focus. The articles in the
volume look at focus strategies in Niger-Congo and Afro-Asiatic
languages from several theoretical and methodological perspectives,
ranging from detailed generative analysis to careful typological
generalization across languages. Their common aim is to deepen our
understanding of whether and how the information-structural category
of focus is represented and marked in natural language. Topics
investigated are, among others, the relation of focus and prosody, the
effects of information structure on word order, ex situ versus in situ
strategies of focus marking, the inventory of focus marking devices,
focus and related constructions, focus-sensitive particles. The present
inquiry into the focus systems of African languages has repercussions
on existing theories of focus. It reveals new focus strategies as well as
fine-tuned focus distinctions that are not discussed in the theoretical
literature, which is almost exclusively based on well-documented
intonation languages.
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Most scholars of the Hebrew Bible/Old Testament recognize Ruth's
simplicity and beauty, yet there has been little consensus in critical
scholarship related to the book's origin and purpose. Opinions on the
text's date range from the early monarchic period down to the Post-
Exilic period, and interpreters argue over whether the narrative served
to whitewash David's lineage, or if it held Ruth out as a positive
example of Gentile inclusion in the Judean community. With an eclectic
approach drawing on traditional exegesis, analysis of inner-biblical
allusions, comparisons of legal and linguistic data, and modern refugee
research, Edward Allen Jones III argues that Ruth is, indeed, best
understood as a call for an inclusive attitude toward any Jew or Gentile
who desired to join the Judean community in the early Post-Exilic
period. Within the narrative's world, only Boaz welcomes Ruth into the
Bethlehemite community, yet the text's re-use of other biblical
narratives makes it clear that Ruth stands on par with Israel's great
matriarchs. Though certain segments of the Judean community sought
to purify their nation by expelling foreign elements in the Restoration
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period, Yhwh's loving-kindness in Ruth's life demonstrates his
willingness to use any person to build up his people


