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The attacks of 9/11 led to a war on Iraq, although there was neither
tangible evidence that the nation's leader, Saddam Hussein, was linked
to Osama bin Laden nor proof of weapons of mass destruction. Why,
then, did the Iraq war garner so much acceptance in the United States
during its primary stages? Mass Deception argues that the George W.
Bush administration manufactured public support for the war on Iraq.
Scott A. Bonn introduces a unique, integrated, and interdisciplinary
theory called "critical communication" to explain how and why political
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elites and the news media periodically create public panics that benefit
both parties. Using quantitative analysis of public opinion polls and
presidential rhetoric pre- and post-9/11 in the news media, Bonn
applies the moral panic concept to the Iraq war. He critiques the war
and occupation of Iraq as violations of domestic and international law.
Finally, Mass Deception connects propaganda and distortion efforts by
the Bush administration to more general theories of elite deviance and
state crime.
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Since its publication in 1952, Leo Strauss's Persecution and the Art of
Writing has stirred considerable controversy, particularly among
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historians concerned with early modern philosophy. On the one hand,
several scholars share his view that it would be inadequate to generally
take at face value the explicit message of texts which were composed
in an era in which severe sanctions were imposed on those who
entertained deviating views. ‘Reading between the lines’ therefore
seems to be the appropriate hermeneutical approach. On the other
hand, the risks of such an interpretative maxim are more than obvious,
as it might come up to an unlimited license to ascribe heterodox
doctrines to early modern philosophers whose manifest teachings were
in harmony with the orthodox positions of their time. The contributions
to this volume both address these methodological issues and discuss
paradigmatic cases of authors who might indeed be candidates for a
Straussian ‘reading between the lines’: Hobbes, Spinoza, and Bayle.


