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In den Zeitraum des Bandes fallen bedeutende Ereignisse wie der Tod
der preußischen Königin Sophie Charlotte am 1. Februar 1705 und der
Beginn der Korrespondenz mit Wilhelmine Caroline von Brandenburg-
Ansbach, der späteren englischen Königin. Bis in den April hinein
sondiert Leibniz die Möglichkeit, in den Dienst des Berliner Hofes zu
treten, die sich im Winter 1704/05 zu eröffnen schien. Auch ein
Wechsel nach Dresden, wo er König August II. im Dezember 1704
seinen Plan für eine Sozietätsgründung vorstellte, bleibt für ihn
keineswegs nur ein Gedankenspiel. In den politischen Abschnitten der
Korrespondenzen geht es um Fortschritte und Gefahren im Konflikt mit
den expandierenden Mächten Frankreich im Spanischen Erbfolge- und
Schweden im Nordischen Krieg sowie um die hannoversche Sukzession
auf den britischen Thron und damit die Absicherung einer
protestantischen Erbfolge in England. Die gelehrten Teile der
Korrespondenzen umfassen ein weites Themenfeld von Altertums- und
Sprachwissenschaften über Mathematik bis zur Suche nach historischen
Quellentexten und deren Vorbereitung für den Druck in Leibniz’
Scriptores rerum Brunsvicensium. Etwas mehr als 80 Prozent der 465
Briefe werden in dem Band erstmals veröffentlicht.
The period covered by this volume includes the death of the Prussian
Queen Sophie Charlotte and the beginning of the correspondence with
Caroline von Brandenburg-Ansbach. Leibniz also sounds out the
possibility of entering the service of the Berlin court. Politically, the
correspondence addresses progress and risks in conflicts with the
ascendant powers France and Sweden, and the Hanoverian accession to
the British throne.
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"Over the last ten years, drones have become a critical tool in the war
against terrorist and militant organizations worldwide. Their
advantages over other weapons and intelligence systems are well
known. They can silently observe an individual, group, or location for
hours on end, but take immediate action should a strike opportunity
become available-- all without putting a pilot at risk. This combination
of capabilities is unique and has allowed the United States to decimate
the leadership of al-Qaeda in Afghanistan and disrupt the activities of
many other militant groups. Yet, as Micah Zenko writes in this Council
Special Report, drones are not without their drawbacks, especially with
regard to targeted killings. Like any tool, drones are only as useful as
the information guiding them, and for this they are heavily reliant on
local military and intelligence cooperation. More important, significant
questions exist about who constitutes a legitimate target and under
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what circumstances it is acceptable to strike. There is also the question
of net utility: To what extent are the specific benefits derived from
drone strikes offset by the reality that the strikes often alienate the
local government and population? And there is the reality that drones
are proliferating but, as is often the case with new technologies, the
international legal and regulatory framework is lagging behind. Zenko
puts forward a substantive agenda. He argues that the United States
should end so-called signature strikes, which target unidentified
militants based on their behavior patterns and personal networks, and
limit targeted killings to a limited number of specific terrorists with
transnational ambitions. He also calls Congress to improve its oversight
of drone strikes and to continue restrictions on armed drone sales.
Finally, he recommends that the United States work internationally to
establish rules and norms governing the use of drones."--Foreword.


