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In recent years, the social sciences have taken a 'mobilities turn'. There
has been a developing realisation that mobilities do not 'just happen'.
Mobilities are carefully and meticulously designed, planned and staged
(from above). However, they are equally importantly acted out,
performed and lived as people are 'staging themselves' (from below).
Staging mobilities is a dynamic process between 'being staged' (for
example, being stopped at traffic lights) and the 'mobile staging' of
interacting individuals (negotiating a passage on the pavement).Staging
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What use is thinking? This study addresses the ways in which modern
American thinkers have intervened in the public sphere and attempted



to mediate relations between social and political institutions and
cultural and intellectual production. Chapters on both well-known and
neglected public intellectuals address problems of critical dissent
during wartime, the contemporary crisis of the humanities under
neoliberalism, and the perils of consumer culture and popular taste,

arguing that any ""use-value™ theory of intellectual production is
limiting.



