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This book suggests a general framework for the analysis of formative
factors in military thought and offers an account of the Israel Defense
Force’s state of intellectualism and modernity. This account is followed
by an attempt to trace the factors that have shaped Israeli military
thought. The explanations are a mixture of realist and non-realist
factors, which can be found at both the systemic and the state level of
analysis. At the systemic level, realist evaluations focus on factors such
as the dominance of the technological dimension and the pervasiveness
of asymmetrical, low-intensity conflict; whereas at the state level one
can find realist explanations, cultural factors, and societal influences.
Moral and legal constraints also factor into both the systemic and state
levels.



