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Every year over 200 million peasants flock to China's urban centers,
providing a profusion of cheap labor that helps fuel the country's
staggering economic growth. Award-winning journalist Michelle
Dammon Loyalka follows the trials and triumphs of eight such
migrants-including a vegetable vendor, an itinerant knife sharpener, a
free-spirited recycler, and a cash-strapped mother-offering an inside
look at the pain, self-sacrifice, and uncertainty underlying China's
dramatic national transformation. At the heart of the book lies each
person's ability to "eat bitterness"-a term that roughly means to endure
hardships, overcome difficulties, and forge ahead. These stories
illustrate why China continues to advance, even as the rest of the world
remains embroiled in financial turmoil. At the same time, Eating
Bitterness demonstrates how dealing with the issues facing this class of
people constitutes China's most pressing domestic challenge.
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Over the field of real numbers, analytic geometry has long been in deep
interaction with algebraic geometry, bringing the latter subject many of
its topological insights. In recent decades, model theory has joined this
work through the theory of o-minimality, providing finiteness and
uniformity statements and new structural tools. For non-archimedean
fields, such as the p-adics, the Berkovich analytification provides a
connected topology with many thoroughgoing analogies to the real
topology on the set of complex points, and it has become an important
tool in algebraic dynamics and many other areas of geometry. This
book lays down model-theoretic foundations for non-archimedean
geometry. The methods combine o-minimality and stability theory.
Definable types play a central role, serving first to define the notion of
a point and then properties such as definable compactness. Beyond the
foundations, the main theorem constructs a deformation retraction
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from the full non-archimedean space of an algebraic variety to a
rational polytope. This generalizes previous results of V. Berkovich,
who used resolution of singularities methods. No previous knowledge
of non-archimedean geometry is assumed. Model-theoretic
prerequisites are reviewed in the first sections.


