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Human Cytomegalovirus (CMV) - a member of the herpesvirus family -
is an underrated health risk. A low public awareness results from the
relatively mild symptoms it causes in otherwise healthy people whose
immune systems are intact, with primary infection usually going
unnoticed. During pregnancy, however, transmission from the mother
to the fetus is currently the most frequent viral cause of birth defects
with lifelong neurological sequelae, sensorineural hearing loss in
particular. People at risk also include the growing number of immune
compromised patients requiring either a solid organ gr
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Understanding the Department of State looks at the main current issues
it faces around the globe from relations with Russia and China to the
civil war in Iraq and the growing threat from the Islamic State and other
terrorist groups. The book also has brief biographies of all the
Secretaries of State from Thomas Jefferson, the first to hold the
position in 1790 to John Kerry, the current incumbent.


