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Much has been written regarding the New Woman in the fin de siecle
and the changes women's groups fought so hard to achieve. However,
the social and gender changes demanded by women as the nineteenth
century drew to a close necessitated a corresponding change in
traditional masculinities. Redefinition of the male role was not easily
negotiated in an era of rampant patriarchy and Victorian supremacy;
the distinct boundaries between male and female social space made
this increasingly problematic for both genders. Some Victorian men,
who had seen the public sphere as exclusively theirs, felt both



