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From unpromising beginnings in March 1942, the submarine base at
Fremantle became a vital part of the Allied offensive against Japan.
Pushed back from the Philippines and the Netherlands East Indies,
American submariners, accompanied by small numbers of Dutch,
retreated to Fremantle on the remote west coast of Australia as a port
of last resort. Far from their prospective patrol areas and their own
supply lines, they had little reason to feel optimistic. Thanks largely to
a welcoming civilian population, the morale of Allied submariners
quickly improved, as did their effectiveness in fighting






