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Die SED suggerierte Uber Jahrzehnte hinweg, sie sei ein enges Blindnis
mit der Palastinensischen Befreiungsorganisation unter Fihrung Jassir
Arafats eingegangen, das auf gemeinsamen Werten und geteilten
politischen Uberzeugungen beruhte. Ost-Berlin war demnach ein
einflussreicher Partner der PLO, der uneingeschrankt fur die legitimen
Rechte der Palastinenser und ihren eigenen Staat an der Seite Israels
eintrat. Aber was bedeutete dies konkret? Wie substanziell war die PLO-
und Paléastinapolitik der DDR? Inwiefern griff Ost-Berlin in die
Machtkampfe um den Vorsitz der PLO ein? Von welchen Faktoren wurde
die Haltung des SED-Regimes gegeniber Jassir Arafat bestimmt? Wie
verhielt sich Honecker, als Syrien — einer der wichtigsten Verbiindeten
der DDR — immer wieder gegen die Palastinenser im Libanon Krieg
fuhrte? Wie beurteilte die SED die Westpolitik der PLO und Arafats
Kampf um die politische Anerkennung der Bonner Regierung? Welches
Konzept stand hinter Arafats doppelter Deutschlandpolitik? Diesen
Fragen geht Lutz Maeke in seiner quellengesattigten Studie nach.

Were Erich Honecker and Yasser Arafat a real-life example of male
friendship? Or was the reality quite different? Almost 30 years after the
demise of the GDR, this study is the first comprehensive national and
international academic examination of East German—Palestinian
relations. Its findings cast doubt on virtually all previously accepted
truisms about the GDR’s PLO and Palestine policies.
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Exchange rate policy has profound consequences for economic
development, financial crises, and international political conflict. Some
governments in the developing world maintain excessively weak and
"undervalued" exchange rates, a policy that promotes export-led
development but often heightens tensions with foreign governments.
Many other developing countries "overvalue" their exchange rates,
which increases consumers' purchasing power but often reduces
economic growth. In Demanding Devaluation, David Steinberg argues
that the demands of powerful interest groups often dictate government
decisions about the level of the exchange rate. Combining rich
qualitative case studies of China, Argentina, South Korea, Mexico, and
Iran with cross-national statistical analyses, Steinberg reveals that
exchange rate policy is heavily influenced by a country's domestic



political arrangements. Interest group demands influence exchange

rate policy, and national institutional structures shape whether interest
groups lobby for an undervalued or an overvalued rate. A country's
domestic political system helps determine whether it undervalues its
exchange rate and experiences explosive economic growth or if it
overvalues its exchange rate and sees its economy stagnate as a result.



